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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) social and economic conditions of sugarcane
production farmers (2) knowledge about sugarcane collaborative farming extension (3) motivation in the
participation of sugarcane collaborative farming extension and (4) problems and suggestion on the
extension of sugarcane collaborative farming extension. The population of this study was 788 sugarcane
production farmers in Tha Chai sub-district, Si Satchanalai district, Sukhothai province area who had
registered as farmers with Si Satchanalai district agricultural extension office in 2020/21 production year.
The sample size of 163 people was determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value of
0.07 and simple random sampling method. Data were collected by conducting interview. Statistics used in
the data analysis were such as frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard
deviation, and ranking. The results of the study revealed that (1) most of the sugarcane production
farmers were male with the average age of 47.74 years old age, married, completed higher secondary
school education level, had the main occupation as farmer. None of them held position in the community
nor were members of any group. The average member in the household was 3.7 4 people and the
average income from the agricultural sector was 111,187.05 Baht/year. Most of the farmers had their own
area with the average sugarcane production area of 24 .37 Rai and had the average experience in
sugarcane production of 12.32 years. The funding resources in sugarcane production mostly came from
Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and their personal funding. More than half of the
farmers hired sugarcane harvester in sugarcane harvest. Tractor, sugarcane transporting truck, and
agricultural tools came from hiring or rental. (2) 49.10% of farmers had knowledge about the extension of
sugarcane collaborative farming extension at the high level with the highest knowledge level on the
aspect of sugarcane collaborative farming extension with the target to cost reduction and increase in
productivity. Second to that was the aspect that as a member of sugarcane collaborative farming
extension, one must sell products to the large land plot group only. (3) Most of the farmers had
motivation in the participation of sugarcane collaborative farming extension on the aspect of marketing at
the high level. Second to that was on the aspect of production and management. (4) Farmers faced with
the problems about the extension of sugarcane collaborative farming at the moderate level mostly on
the aspect of readiness in the group formation of farmers, funding and labors, and support of related
agencies. They suggested that the officers from government and private sector should give out suggestions in
large land plot group establishment.

Keywords: Motivation, Collaborative farming, Extension
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